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you have found the country possible. If I returned I would find
myself an utter stranger : yet it was a good place for looking upon
in the Turkish days. Ugly: yes and dirty and shabby and smelly,
but very human. As I get older I feel safer and easier in contem-
plating the animal facts of existence. It is as though the brains
in my head were burnt out.

Now for what happens to me at Mount Batten. There is the
Brough in stable : used for transport, not for sport. I go to places
on it. The Devon roads are vile, and the camp hard to get in and
out of by land. In stable also is a little Yankee motor-boat with
a 6-cylinder s.v. 100 h.p. engine. It does 46 miles an hour,
roars and bumps, splashes and bucks. When I can manage the
petrol (usually an afternoon per week) it goes into the water and
makes a playground of Plymouth Sound.

In the office there is the Greek text of the Odyssey of Homer,
and many sheets of pencil, pen or typed draft translation of it
into English prose. By its means I buy the petrol and spares
for the bike and boat, and my spare hours area sad and difficult

rlairng nt pleasure ancTfinance.

I have forgotten, or left till last, my working hours, I am clerk
A.C.ii in workshops and do the technical correspondence. Actually
do it. I write the letters, type them, and do not sign them. The
poor C.O. takes that responsibility. Often it is a responsibility.
Also I am one of the crew of a motor-boat, and work in what
running I can when I'm not clerking. An R.A.F. dull stupid
heavy motor-boat, of course.
Just now I am wholly M.B.c.,1 for the R.A.F. is at last trying
to get some marine craft of modern design, a need I have been
urging on them (per C.O/s signature) for 18 months. With
some humour the Air Ministry detailed me to proceed to Hythe
near Southampton, and carry out the type-trials and engine
tests. In the boat-trials we got to Penzance, my crew and me!
That was my notion of what motor-boats should be fit for. The
A.M. had a fit also. The engine test is now on. It's the 100 H.P.
engine used in the Invicta car, and the Vickers Tank. We buzz
it up and down Southampton Water, the Spit and the Solent,
each of us (two on the job) taking the wheel in turn, while the
1 Motor Boat Crew.